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It was unquestionably good management not to wear
down the effect of Isabella; and, as an interchange, The
Grecian Daughter touched some of the best feelings of our
nature j but the other characters are feeble copies, and the
dialogue-has always been heard before; it is an affair of
contrivance and memory, and though creditable to industry
and taste, displays little genius, and no originality.

The next choice was happier, the Jane Shore of Rowe.
This pleasing poet and excellent man was one of the
honours of Westminster School, of which he was a king's
scholar. His philosophy, like his poetry, was systematic,
and he deduced all the virtues from a simple stock. c The
foundation/ says Rowe, c of all the other virtues is good-
nature ; good-nature, which is friendship between man and
man, good breeding in courts, charity in religion, and
the true spring of all beneficence in general.' He is said
to have possessed his favourite quality in a high degree, and,
as a moral teacher, to give his experience along with his
precept. He had been engaged in public business, and was
acquainted with courts ; he had written plays, and was ac-
quainted intimately with poets; but his temper seems to
have carried him through these ordeals of fire and water
without injury ; as he never knew want, he put friendship to
no severe trial; as he was constantly attended by success,
it would have been difficult for him to avoid either benevo-
lence or politeness. He could have no concern as to
religious dogmas, and he had only to evince by his charity
to others that he was grateful to that Providence which
had so distinguished him among men, whom nature or cir-
cumstance constitutes the martyrs of spleen, or disappoint-
ment, or disease.

When Shore was first produced, the cast was such as
cannot be paralleled in modern times. The charming
Mrs. Oldfield was the Shore, and Mrs. Porter, whom the
storm of passion always lifted from a musical monotony
which characterised her, acted the furious Alicia. Booth
was Hastings, Wilks, Shore, and Gibber the Gloster, a
part which the great Richard in. of the stage did not
disdain.

When Mrs. Siddons acted Shore, the Alicia was a Mrs.